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LETTER 


Rev. Mr. BaiLy of Corke. 


Limerick, June 8, 1750. 


REVEREND Sin, 


1. W Y do you not ſubſcribe your Name, to a 


Performance ſo 5 agreeing both as 
to the Matter and Form, with the Sermons 


you have been occaſionally preaching, for more than a 
Year laſt paſt? As to your ſeeming to diſclaim it, by 
ſaying once and again, I am but a plain, fimple Man: 
And, The Doctrine you teach is only a Revival of the old 
Antinominian Hereſy, I think they call it. I preſume it 
is only a pious Fraud. But how came fo plain and ſim- 
ple a Man, to know the Meaning of the Greet Word 
Philalethes ? Sir, this is not of a Piece. If you did 
not care to own your Chila, had not you better have 

A 2 ſub- 
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fubferibed the ſecond (as well as the firſt) *® Letter, George 
Fiſher ? | 
2, I confeſs you have timed your Performance well: 
When the other pointleſs Thing was publiſhed, I came 
unluckily to Corke on the ſelf-ſame Day. But you might 
now ſuppoſe I was at a convenient Diſtance. How- 
ever J will not plead this as an Excuſe, for taking no 
Notice of your laſt Favour: Altho', to ſay the Truth, 
I ſcarce know how to anſwer it, as you write in a Lan- 
geage I am not accuſtonied to. Both Mr. Tucker, Mr. 
_ Church, and all the other Gentlemen, who have wrote 
to me in public for ſome Years, have wrote as Gentle- 
men, having ſome Regard to their own, whatever my 
CharaQter was. But as you fight in the Dark, you re- 
gard not what Weapons you uſe. We are not therefore 
on even Terms. I cannot anſwer you in Kind, I am 
conſtrained to leave this to your good Allies of + Black - 
pool and Fair-lane. 

I ſhall, Firſt, ſtate the Facts, on which the preſent 
Controverſy turns, and then conſider the moſt material 
Parts of your Performance. | 

Fir/t, I am to ftate the Facts. But here J am under 
a great Diſadvantage, having few of my Papers by me. 
Excuſe me therefore if I do not give ſo full an Account 
now, as I may poſſibly do hereafter; - if I only give 
you for the preſent the Extracts of ſome Papers, which 
were lately put into my Hands. 

Themas Jones of Corke, Merchant, depoſes, 

That on May 3. 1749. Nicholas Butler, Ballad-ſtnger, 
came before the Houſe of this Deponent, and aſſembled 
a large Mob: That this Deponent went to Daniel Crone, 

Eſq; then Mayor of Core, and defired that he would 
put a Stop to thele Riots: Aſking at the ſame Time, 
whether he gave the ſaid Butler Leave to go about in 
this Manner? That Mr. Mayor ſaid, He neither gave 
him Leave, neither did he hinder him : That in the Eve- 
ning Butler gathered a larger Mob than before, and 


* The Letter thus ſubſcribed was publiſhed at Corke on 


May 30. /aft. 
+ Celebrated Parts of Corke. 


went 
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went to the Houſe where the People called Methodifts, 
were aſſembled to hear the Word of Goy, and as they 
came out, threw Dirt and hurt ſeveral of them. 

That on May 4. this Deponent with ſome others, 
went to the Mayor and told what had been done, add- 
ing, If your Worſhip pleaſes to ſpeak only three 
« Words to Butler, it will all be over :” That the Mayor 
gave his Word and Honour, © 'There ſhould be no more 
« of it, he would put an entire Stop to it:“ That not- 
withſtanding, a larger Mob than ever came to the Houſe 
the ſame Evening : That they threw much Dirt and 
many Stones at the People, both while they were in the 
Houſe, and when they came out : That the Mob then 
fell upon them, both on Men and Women, with Clubs, 
Hangers and Swords, ſo that many of them were much 
wounded, and loſt a conſiderable Quantity of Blood. 

That on May 5. this Deponent informed the Mayor 
of all, and alſo that Butler had openly declared, There 
« ſhould be a greater Mob than ever there was that 
Night:“ That the Mayor promiſed he would prevent it: 
That in the Evening Butler did bring a greater Mob than 
ever: That this Deponent, hearing the Mayor deſign- 
ed to go out of the way, ſet two Men to watch him, 
and when the Riot was begun, went to the Ale-houſe, 
and enquired for him: That the Woman of the Houſe 
denying he was there, this Deponent inſiſted he was, 
declared he would not go till he had ſeen him, and be- 
gan ſearching the Houſe: That Mr. Mayor then ap- 
pearing, he demanded his Aſſiſtance, to ſuppreſs a riot- 

ous Mob: 'That when the Mayor came m fight of them, 
he beckoned to Butler, who immediately came down 
from the Place where he ſtood: That te Mayor then 
went with this Deponent, and looked on many of the 
People covered with Dirt and Blood : That ſome of 
them fill remained in the Houſe, fearing their Lives, 
till James Chatterton and John Reily, Eſquires, Sheriffs 
of Corke, and Hugh Millard, junior, Eſq; Alderman, 
turned them out to the Mob, and nailed up the Doors. 

2. Elizabeth Holl:ran of Corte depoſes, 

That on May 3. as ſhe was going down Ca/tle-/treet, 
ſhe ſaw Nicholas Butler on a Table, with Ballads in one 
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Hand and a Bible in the other: That ſhe expreſt ſome 
Concern thereat; on which Sheriff Rei/y ordered his 
Bailiff to carry her to Br:dewwel] : That afterward the 
Bailiff came and ſaid, His Maſter ordered ſhe ſhould 
be carried to Goal: And that ſhe continued in Goal 
from May 3. about Eight in the Evening, till between 
Ten and Twelve on May 5. | 
a 3. John Stockdale of Corte, Tallow-chandler, depo- 
es, vil 75 
That on May 5. while he and others were aſſembled 
to hear the Word of Gop, NMicholag Butler came down 
to the Houſe where they were, with a very numerous 
Mob: That when this Deponent came out, they threw 
all Manner of Dirt, and Abundance of Stones at him : 
That they then beat, bruiſed and cut him in ſeveral 
[ Places: 'That ſeeing his Wife on the Ground and the 
U Mob abuſing her ſtill, he called out and beſought them, 
1 not to kill his Wife: That on this one of them ſtruck 
him with a large Stick, as did alſo many others, ſo that 
he was hurt in ſeveral Parts, and his Face in a Gore 
ö of Blood. 
Daniel Sullivan of Corte, Baker, depoſes, 
1 That every Day but one from the 6th to the 16th of 
f May, Nicholas Butler aſſembled a riotous Mob, before 
this Deponent's Houſe: That they abuſed all who came 
{ into the Shop, to the great Damage of this Deponent's 
þ Bufineſs : That on or about the 15th Butler ſwore he 
' would bring a Mob the next Day and pull down his ; 
Houſe : That accordingly on the 16th he did bring a 4 
large Mob, and beat or abuſed all that came to tho , 
Houſe : That the Mayor walked by while the Mob was 
ſo employed, but did not hinder them: That afterwards, 
they broke his Windows, threw Dirt and Stones into his 
Shop, and ſpoiled a great Quantity of his Goods. 
Daniel Sullivan is ready to depoſe farther, That from 
the 16th of May to the 28th, the Mob gathered every 
Day before his Houſe : That on Sunday the 28th, But- 
ler ſwore, © They would come the next Day and pull 
* down the Houſe of that Heretick Dog; and called 
aloud to the Mob, Let the Heretick Dogs indict you; 
I will bring you all off without a Farthing Coſt * 
t 
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That accordingly on May 29. Futler came with a 
greater Mob than before: That he went to the Mayor 
and begged him to come, which he for ſome time refu- 
ſed to do; but after much Importunity, roſe up, and 
walked with him down the Street: That when _ 
were in the midſt of the Mob, the Mayor ſaid aloud, 
It is your own Fault, for entertaining theſe Preachers: 
« If you will turn them out of your-Houſe, I will en- 
« gage there ſhall be no more Harm done; but if you 
« will not turn them out, you muſt take what you will 
get: That upon this the Mob ſet up an Huzza, and 
threw Stones faſter than before: That he ſaid, © This 
« is fine Uſage, under a Proteſtant Government; if I 
« had a Prieſt ſaying Maſs in every Room of it, my 
«* Houſe would not be touched :” That the Mayor re- 
plied, © The Prieſts are tolerated ; but you are not: You 
« talk too much; go in, and ſhut up your Doors:” That 
ſeeing no Remedy he did ſo, and the Mob continued 
breaking the Windows and throwing Stones in, till near 
twelve at Night. 

That on May 31. the ſaid Sullivan and two more, 
went and informed the Mayor of what the Mob was 
then doing: That it was not without great Importuni- 
ty, they brought him as far as the Exchange; That he 
would go no farther, nor ſend any Help, tho' ſome that 
were much bruiſed and wounded came by : 'That ſome 
Hours after, when the Mob had finiſhed their Work, he 
ſent a Party of Soldiers to guard the Walls. 

5. John Stockdale depoſes farther, That on May 31. he 
with others was quietly hearing the Word of Gop, when 
Butler and his Mob came down to the Houſe : That as 
they came out, the Mob threw Showers of Dirt and 
Stones: That many were hurt, many beat, bruiſed and 
cut, among whom was this Deponent, who was ſo 
bruiſed and cut, that the Effuſion of Blood from his Head 
could not be ſtopp'd for a conſiderable Time. 

6. Jobn M*Nerny of Corke depoſes, 

That on the 31ſt of May laſt, as this Deponent with 
others was hearing a Sermon, Butler came down with a 
large Mob : That the Stones and Dirt coming in faſt, 
obliged the Congregation to ſhut the Doors, 1 
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themſelves in: That the Mob broke open the Door, 
on which this Deponent endeavoured to eſcape thro? a 
Window: That not being able to do it, he returned 

into the Houſe where he ſaw the Mob tear up the Pews, 
Benches and Floor, Part of which they afterwards burnt 
1 open Street, and carried away Part for their own 
*. 
7. Daniel Sullivan is ready to depoſe farther, p 
That Butler with a large Mob went about from Street | 
to Street, and from Houſe to Houſe abuſing, threatning 
and beating whomſoever he pleafed, from June 1ſt. to 
the 16th, when they aſſaulted, bruiſed and cut Ann Jen- 
kins ; and from the 16th to the zoth, when a Woman 
whom they had beaten, miſcarried, and narrowly eſca- 
with Life. 
Some of the Particulars were as follows. 
it Thomas Burnet of Corte, Nailor, depoſes, 
1 That on or about the 12th of June, as this Deponent 
it was at Work in his Maſter's Shop, Nicholas Butler came 
| with a great Mob to the Door, and ſeeing this Deponent 
if told him, He was an Heretick Dog, and his Soul was 
j burning in Hell: That this Deponent aſking, © Why 
« do you uſe me thus?” Butler took up a Stone and 
ſtruck him ſo violently on the Side, that he was there- 
by rendered incapable of working, for upwards of a 
Week : That he hit this Deponent's Wife with another 
Stone, without any kind of Provocation, which ſo hurt f 
her that ſhe was obliged to take to her Bed, and has not i 
been right well ſince. 4 
Ann Cie/hea of Certe depoſes, 
That on or about the 12th of June, as ſhe was ſtand- 
ing at her Father's Door, Nicholas Butler with a riotous 
Mob, began to abuſe this Deponent and her Family, 
calling them Heretick Bitches, ſaying, they were dumn- 
ed and all their Souls were in Hell: That then without 
any Provocation, he took up a great Stone, and threw 
it at this Deponent, which ſtruck her on the Head with 
ſuch Force, that it deprived her of her Senſes for ſome 
time. 


Ann Wright of Corke depoſes, 
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That on or about the 12th of June, as this Deponent 
was in her own Houſe, Butler and his Mob came be- 
fore her Door, calling ker and her Family Heretick 
Bitches, and ſwearing, © He would make her Houſe 
« hotter than Hell- fire: That he threw Dirt and Stones 
at them, hit her in the Face, daſh'd all the Goods about 
which ſhe had in her Window, and ſhe really believes, 
would have daſh'd out her Brains, had ſhe not quitted 
her Shop, and fled for her Life. 

Margaret Griffin of Corke depoſes, 

That on the 24th of June, as this Deponent was about 
her Buſineſs, Butler and his Mob came up, took hold 
on her, tore her Cloaths, ſtruck her ſeveral times, and 
cut her Mouth: That after ſhe broke from him, he and 
his Mob purſued her to her Houſe, and would have 
broke in, had not ſome Neighbours interpoſed : That 
he had beat and abuſed her ſeveral times before, and 
one of thoſe times to ſuch a Degree, that ſhe was all in 
a Gore of Blood, and continued ſpitting Blood, for ſeve- 
ral Days after. | 

acob Comor, Clothier, of Corke depoſes, 

hat on the 24th of June, as he was employed in his 
lawful Buſineſs, Butler and his Mob came up, and with- 
out any manner of Provocation fell upon him: That 
they beat him till they cauſed ſuch an Effuſion of Blood, 
as could not be ſtopt for a conſiderable time; and that 
he verily believes, had not a Gentleman interpoſed, they 
would have killed him on the Spot. 

9. Ann Hughes of Corke depoſes, | 

That on the 29th of June, ſhe aſked Nicholas Butler, 
why he broke open her Houſe on the 21ſt? That here- 
on he called her many abuſive Names, (being attended 
with his uſual Mob) dragged her up and down, tore her 
Cloaths in Pieces, and with his Sword, ſtabbed and cut 
her in both her Arms. 

Daniel Filts, Blackſmith, of Carte depoſes, 

That on the 29th of June, Butler and a riotous Mob 
came before his Door, called him many abuſive Names, 
drew his Hanger and threatened to ſtab him: That he 
and his Mob the next Day aſſaulted the Houſe of this 
Deponent with drawn Swords: And that he is * 
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ded, had not one who came by, prevented, they would 
have taken away his Life. Fo, 

10. Mary Fuller of Corke depoſes, that on the goth 
of June, Butler, at the Head of his Mob, came be- 
tween Nine and Ten at Night to the Deponent's Shop, | 
with a naked Sword in his Hand : That he ſwore, he 
would cleave the Deponent's Scull, and immediately 
made a full Stroke at her Head ; Whereupon ſhe was 
obliged to fly for her Life, leaving her Shop and Goods 
to the Mob, many of which they hacked apd hewed 
with their Swords, to her no ſmall Loſs and Damage. 

Henry Dunkle Joyner of Corte depoſes, n 

That on the 30 of June, as he was ſtanding at the N 
Widow Fuller's Shop-window, he ſaw Butler accompa- \ 
nied with a large Mob, who ſtop'd before her Shop: 

That after he had groſly abuſed her, he made a fall | 
it Stroke with his Hanger at her Head ; which muſt have 8 
ii} cleft her in two, had not this Deponent received the q 
4 Guard of the Hanger on his Shoulder: That i: That \ ö 
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. after, the ſaid Butler ſeiz'd upon this Deponent : That 

he ſeiz'd him by the Collar with one Hand, and with 

lf the other held the Hanger over his Head, calling him 
all manner of Names, and tearing his Shirt and Cloaths; 
and that had it not been for the timely Aſſiſtance of 

ſome Neighbours, he verily believes he ſhould have. 

[} been torn in Pieces. 

Margaret Trimnell of Corte depoſes, 

That on the zoth of June, John Auſtin and Nicholas 1 
Butler, with a numerous Mob, came to her Shop: That 4 
after calling her many Names, Auſtin ſtruck her with | 
his Clab on the right Arm, ſo that it has been black 
ever ſince from the Shoulder to the Elbow : 'That But- 
ler came next, and with a great Stick ſtruck her a vio- 
lent Blow acroſs the Back : That many of them then 
drew their Swords, which they carried under their 
Coats, and cut and hacked her Goods, Part of which 
they. threw out into the Street, while others of them 
threw Dirt and Stones into the Shop, to the conſiderable 
Damage of her Goods and Loſs of this Deponent. 

11. It was not for thoſe who had any Regard either 
to their Perſons or Goods, to oppoſe Mr. Butler _ 
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this. So the poor People patiently ſuffered whatever 
he and his Mob were pleaſed to inflict upon them, till 
the Aſſizes drew on, at which they doubted not to fin 
a ſufficient, though late Relief. % 

Accordingly, 'Twenty Eight Depoſitions were taken 
(from the foul Copies of ſome of which the preceding 
Account is moſtly tranſcribed) and laid before the 
Grand Jury, Auguſt 19. But they did not find any one 
of theſe Bills. Inſtead of this, they made that memo- 
rable Preſentment, which is worthy to be preſerved in 
the Annals of Ireland, to all ſucceeding Generations. 

We find and preſent Charles Weſley, to be a Perſon 
of ill Fame, a Vagabond, and a common Diſturber of 
his Majeſty's Peace, and we pray. he may be tranſported. 

We find and preſent James Williams, &c. 

We find and preſent Robert Suindie, &c. 

We find and preſent Jonathan Res des, &c. 

We find and preſent James Wheatly, &c. 

We find and preſent John Larwood, &c. 

We find and preſent Joſeph McAuliff, &c. 

We find and preſent Charles Skelton, &c. 

We find and preſent William Tooker, &c. 

| We find and preſent Daniel Suilivan, &c. 

12. Mr. Butler and his Mob were now in higher 
Spirits than ever. They ſcour'd the Streets, Day and 
Night; frequently hollowing as they went along, Five 
Pounds for a * Swadler's Head :” Their Chief declaring- 
to them all, He had full Liberty now, to do what- 
ever he would, even to murder, if he pleaſed, as Mr. 
Swain of North Abbey, and others are ready to teſtify.” 

13. The Seſſions held at Corte, on the 5th of Octo- 
ber following, produced another memorable Preſent- 
ment. 

We find and preſent John Horton to be a Perſon 
of ill Fame, a Vagabond and a common Diſturber of 
his Majeſty's Peace; and we pray, that he may be 
tranſported.” 


* 4 Name firſt given to Mr. Cennick, from his 
preaching on thoſe Words, Ye ſhall find the Babe wrapt 
in SWagung-clothes, lying in a Manger. 
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But Complaint being made of this above, as wholly 
illegal, it vaniſhed into Air, 2 | 

14. Some time after Mr. Butler removed to Dublin, 
and began to fing his Ballads there. But having little 
Succeſs, he returned to Corte, and in January began to 
ſcour the Streets again, purſuing all of this Way, with a 
large Mob at his Heels, armed with Swords, Staves and 
Piſtols. Complaint was made of this, to William 
Holmes, Eſq; the preſent Mayor of Corte. But there 
was no Removal of the Thing complained of : The 
Riots were not ſuppreſt, Nay they not only continued, 
but encreas'd. 

15. From the Beginning of February to the End, his 
Majeſty's Peace was preſerved juſt as before: Of which 
it may be proper to ſubjoin two or three Inſtances, for 
\\F the Information of all thinking Men. x 
1 William F ewell Clothier, of Shandon Church-lane, 
| bl | depoſes, | 
| ; That Nicholas Butler with a riotous Mob, ſeveral 

0 Times aſſaulted this Deponent's Houſe : Yet parti- 

| cularly on the 23d of February, he came thither with a 
large Mob, armed with Clubs and other Weapons : 
That ſeveral of the Rioters entered the Houſe, and 
ſwore, The frſt who reſiſted, they would blow their 
Brains out: That the Deponent's Wife endeavouring to 

| ſtop them, was aſſaulted and beaten by the ſaid Butler; 
'F who then ordered his Men, To break the Deponent's 

| Windows, which they did with Stones of a conſider- 
able Weight. 

Mary Philips of St. Peter's Church-lane depoſes, 

That on the 26th of February, about Seven in the 
Evening, Nicholas Butler came to her Houſe with a large 
Mob, and aſked, where her Huſband was? That as ſoon 
as ſhe appeared, he firſt abuſed her in the groſſeſt Terms, 
and then ſtruck her on the Head, ſo that it ſtunn'd her; 
and ſhe verily believes, had not ſome within thruſt to 
and faſtened the Door, ſhe ſhould have been murdered 
on the Spot. | 
It may ſuffice for the preſent to add one Inſtance 
more : 
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Elizabeth Gardelet, Wife of Toſeph Gardelet, Corpo- 
ral, in Col. Paxw/et's Regiment, Capt. CHarlton's Com- 
pany, depoſes. 1 | 

That on February the 28th, as ſhe was going out 
of her Lodgings, ſhe was met by Butler, and his Mob: 
That Butler, without any Manner of Provocation, im. 
mediately fell upon her, ſtriking her with both his Fiſts on 
the Side of her Head, which knock'd her head againſt 
the Wall : That ſhe endeavoured to eſcape from him, 
but he purſued her, and ſtruck her ſeveral Times in the 
Face, that ſhe ran into the School-yard for Shelter, but 
he followed, caught hold of her, ſaying, © You Whore, 
you ſtand on conſecrated Ground,” and threw her with 
{uch Force acroſs the Lane, that ſhe was driven againſt 
the oppoſite Wall : That when ſhe had recovered her- 
ſelf a little, ſhe made the beſt of her Way to her Lodg- 
ing: But Butler ſtill purſued, and overtook her, as ſhe 
was going up the Stairs: That he ſtruck her with his 
Fiſt on the Stomach, which Stroke knock'd her down 
backward : That falling with the Small of her Back 
againſt the Edge of one of the Stairs, ſhe was not able 
to riſe again : 'That her Pains immediately came upon 
her, and about Two in the Morning ſhe miſcarried. 

16. Theſe, with ſeveral more Depoſitions to the ſame 


; Effect, were in April laid before the Grand- Jury. Vet 


they did not find any of theſe Bills! But they found 
one againſt Daniel Sullivan the younger (no Preacher, 


but a Hearer of the People call'd Methodiffs) who when 


Butler, and his Mob were diſcharging a Shower of 


Stones upon him, fired a Piſtol without any Ball, over 
their Heads. If any Man has wrote this Story to Erg- 
land in a quite different Manner, and fixt it on æ 
young Methodiſt Preacher, let him be aſhamed in the 
Preſence of Gop and Man—unleſs Shame and he have 
ſhook Hands and parted. 

17. Several of the Perſons preſented as Vaga- 


bonds in Autumn, appeared at the Lent Aſſizes. But 


none appearing againſt: them, they were diſcharged, 
with Honour to themſelves, and Shame to their Perſecu- 


tors: Who by bringing the Matter to a Judicial Deter- 
: B 1 


mination, 
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warmly, © Sir, I'IIl have no Mobbing.“ 
* Sir, there was none this Morning.” 
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mination, plainly ſhewed, There is Law even for Me- 


thodiſts: And gave his Majeſty's Judge a full Occaſion 


to declare the utter Illegality of all Riots, and the Inex- 
cuſableneſs of tolerating (much more, cauſing) them 


on any Pretence whatſoever. 


18, It was now generally believed, There would be 
no more Riots in Core: Altho' I cannot ſay that was 
my Opinion. On May 19th, I accepted the repeated 


Invitation of Mr. Alderman Pembreck, and came to his 


Houſe. Underſtanding the Place where the Preaching 


uſually was, would by no Means contain thoſe who de- 
fired to hear me, at Eight in the Morning J went to 


Hammond Marſh, the Congregation was large and 


deeply attentive. A few of the Rabble gather'd at a 


Diſtance ; but by little and little, they drew near, and 
mixt with the Congregation, So that I have ſeldom 
ſeen a more quiet and orderly Aſſembly, at any Church 


in England or Ireland. 


19. Inthe Afternoon, a Report being ſpread abroad, 
that the Mayor deſigned to hinder my Preaching on the 
Marſh : I defired Mr. Ske/tor7 and Jones, to wait upon 
him, and inquire concerning it. Mr. Skelton aſk'd, If 
my Preaching there would be offenſive to him? Adding, 
* If it would, Mr. V. will not do it.” He replied 

Mr. S. faid, 
He anſwered, 
„There was. Are there not Churches and Meeting- 
houſes enough ? I will have no more Mobsand Riots.” 
Mr. S. replied, © Sir, Neither Mr. V. nor they that 
heard him, made either Mobs or Riots.” He anſwered 
Wain, I <vi// have no more Preaching. And if Mr. V. 
attempts to preach, I am prepared for him.” 

I did not conceive till now, that there was any real 
Meaning, in what a Gentleman ſaid ſome time fince : 
Who being told, & Sir, King George tolerates the 


* 


Methodiſts,” replied, © Sir, you ſhall find, The Mayor 
is King of Corke,” 

20. I began preaching in our own Houſe ſoon after 
Five. Mr. Mayor mean Time was walking in the 
Change, where he gave orders to the Drummers of the 
Town, and to his Serjeants, — doubtleſs to go down 
and 
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and keep the Peace! They came down with an innu- 
merable Mob to the Houſe. Fhey continued drum- 
ming, and I continued Preaching, till I had finiſhed 
my Diſcourſe. When I came out, the Mob immedi- 
ately cloſed me in. I defired one of the Serjeants to 
protect me from the Mob: But he replied, © Sir, I 
have no Orders to do that.” When I came into the 
Street, they threw whatever came to hand. I walk'd 
on ſtraight thro" the midſt of them, looking every Man 
in the Face, and they open'd to the Right and Left, till 
I came near Dant's Bridge. A large Party had taken 
Poſſeſſion of this, one of whom was bawling out, 
„Now, high for the Romans! When I came up, 
theſe likewiſe ſhrunk back, and I walk'd thro' them into 
Mr. 7enkin's Houle. 

But many of the Congregation were more roughly 
handled : Particularly, Mr. Janes, who was covered 
with Dirt, and eſcaped with his Life, almoſt by Mira- 
cle. The main Body of the Mob then went to the 
Houſe, brought out all the Seats and Benches, tore up 
the Floor, the Door, the Frames of the Windows, oS 
whatever of Wood-work remain'd, Part of which they 
carried off for their own Uſe, and the reſt they burnt in 
the open Street. . | 

21. Monday the 21ſt, I rode on to Bandon. From 
Three in the Afternoon, till after Seven, the Mob of 
Corke marched in grand Proceſhon, and then burnt me 
in Effigy near Dante Bridge. 

Tueſ. 22. The Mob and Drummers were moving 
again, between Three and Four in the Morning. The 
ſame Evening the Mob came down to Hammond's 
Mare, but ſtood at a Diſtance from Mr. Stockdale's 
Houſe, till the Drums beat, and the Mayor's Serjeant 
beckon'd to them ; on which they drew up and began 
the Attack, The Mayor being ſent for, came with a 
Party of Soldiers. Mr. Stockdale earneſtly defired, 
That he would diſperſe the Mob, or at leaſt leave the 
Soldiers there, to protect them from the Rioters. But 
he took them all away with him: On which the Mob 
went on, and broke all the Glaſs, and moſt of the Win- 
dow-Frames in Pieces. 

B 2 22. Wed, 
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22. Wed, 23. The Mob was ſtill patrolling the 
Streets, abuſing all that were call'd Methodiſts. And 
threatening to murder them, and pull down their 
Houſes, if they did not leave this Way. 

Thurſ. 24. They again aſſaulted Mr, _ Stockdale's 
Houſe, broke down the Boards he had nail'd up againſt 
the Windows, deſtroy'd what little remain'd of the 
Window Frames, and Shutters, and damaged a con- 
fiderable Fart of his Goods. 

Frid. 25. And again on Sat. 26. one Roger O Ferrall, 
fixt up an Advertiſement, at the Publick Exchange (as he 
had alſo done for ſeveral Days before) © That he was 
ready to head any Mob, in order to pull down any 
Houſe that ſhould dare to Harbour a Swadler.” 

23. Sund. 27. I wrote the following Letter to the 
Mayor. 


Mr. Mayor, 


N hour ago I receiv'd © a Letter to Mr. Butler,“ 

Juſt re-printed at Conte. The Publiſhers aſſert, 
It was brought down from Dublin, to be diſtributed 
among the Society. But Mr. Weſley call'd in as many 
as he cou'd.” Both theſe Aſſertions are abſolutely falſe, 
J read ſome Lines of that Letter when I was in Dublin, 
but never read it over, before this Morning. Who the 
Author of it is, I know not. But this I know; I ne- 
yer call'd in One : Neither concern'd myſelf about it : 
Much leſs, brought any down, to diſtribute among the 
Society. 

Yet I cannot but return my hearty Thanks to the 
Gentlemen who have diſtributed them thro' the Town. 
I believe it will do more good than they are ſenſible of. 
For tho' I diſlike its condemning the Magiſtrates and 
Clergy in general (ſeveral of whom were not concern'd 
in the late Proceedings) yet I think the Reaſoning is 
ſtrong and clear. And that the Facts referr'd to therein, 
are not at all miſ-repreſented, will ſufficiently appear in 
due Time. 

I fear God and honour the King. I earneſtly deſire 
to be at Peace with all Men. I have not willingly given 
Gy 


21 TO FARES wo OE a no ngt, G8 wt - 4+ TY 


(17) 
any Offence, either to the Magiſtrates, the Clergy, or 
any of the Inhabitants of the City of Corke, neither do 
I defire any thing of them, but to be treated (I will not 
ſay, as a Clergyman, a Gentleman or a Chriſtian) but 
with ſuch Juſtice and Humanity as are due, to a Ju, 
a Turk, or a Pagan. 1 am, 


IR, Your obedient Servant, J. WESLEY. 


IT 1. Your Performance is dated, May 28th. the 
moſt material Parts of which I am now to conſider, 

It contains, Firſt, a Charge againſt the Methodiſt *. 
Preachers, Secondly, a Defence of the Corporation and 
Clergy of Corke. 

With Regard to your Charge againſt thoſe Preachers, 
may I take the Liberty to inquire, why you drop Six + 
out of the Eleven that have been at Corke, wiz. Mr. 
Swindells, Wheatly, Larwood, Skelton, Tucker, and 
Haughton ? Can you glean up no Story concerning 
theſe ? Or is it out of mere Compaſſion that you ſpare ' 
them ? 

2. But before I proceed, I muſt beg Leave to aſk, 
Who is this Evidence againſt the other Five? Why, one 
that neither dares ſhew his Face, nor tell his Name, or 
the Place of his Abode : One that is aſhamed (and truly 
not without Cauſe) of the dirty Work he is employ'd in: 
So that we could not even conjecture who he was, but 
that his Speech bewrayeth him. How much Credit is 
due to ſuch an Evidence, let any Man of Reaſon judge. 

3. This worthy Witneſs falls foul upon“ Mr. Cown- 
ly, and miſerably murders. a Tale he has got by the 
End. Sir, Mr. M. is nothing obliged to you, for 
bringing the Character of his Niece into Queſtion, He 
is perfectly ſatisfied that Mr. C. acted in that whole 
Affair, with the ſtricteſt Regard both to Honour and -- 
Conſcience. | 

Vou next aver, That Mr. Reeves f aſt d a young Wo- 
mam, Wheiher ſhe had a mind to go to Hell with her © 
Father? "Tis poſſible. I will neither deny nor affirm 

B 3 it, 
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it, without ſome better Proof. But ſuppoſe he did ; 
unleſs I knew the Circumſtances of the Caſe, I cou'd 
not ſay, whether he ſpoke Right or Wrong. 

4. But what is this to the“ Monſtrous, ſhocking, 
amazing Blaſphemy, ſpoken by Mr. Charles Weſley ? 
Who one Day, you ſay, preaching on Hammond's Marſh, 
call d out, Has any of you got the Spirit? And when 
one anſwered, ſaid, I am ſure ſome of you have got it: 
For I feel Virtue go out of me.” - Sir, do you expect any 
one to believe this Story ? I doubt it will not paſs even 
at Corke Unleſs with your wiſe Friend, who faid 


* Methodiſts ? Ay, They are the People who place all 


their Religion, in wearing long Whiskers.“ 

5. In the ſame Page you attack Mr. Williams, for 
applying thoſe Words, I thy Maker am thy Huſband. 
Sir, by the ſame Rule that you conclude, Theſe Expre/- 
frons cou d only flow from a Mind fall of laſcivious Ideas, 
you may conclude the = Pſalm, to be only a wanton 
Sonnet, and the Canticles a Counterpart to Rocheſter's 
Poems. 

But you ſay, he likewiſe + made uſe of unwarrantable 
Expreſſions, particularly avith regard to Faith and good 
Works. And the next denied that he had uſed them. 
Sir, your Word is not Proof of this. Be pleas'd to 
produce proper Vouchers of the Facts: And I will then 
give a farther Anſwer. ; 

Likewiſe, as to his indecent and irreverent Behaviour 


at Church, turning all the Preacher ſaid into Ridicule, ſo 


that Numbers asd in your hearing, why the Church- 
wardens did not put the profane, wicked Scoundrel in the 
Stocks ? My preſent Anſwer is, I doubt the Facts. Will 
your Men of undoubted Character be ſo good as to atteſt 
them ? 

6. Of all theſe, Mr. Williams, Coaunly, Reeves, 
Haughton, Larwood, Skelton, Swindells, Tucker and 
Wheatley, you pronounce in the Lump, That they are 
Þ a parcel of Vagabond, illiterate Babblers. Of whom 
every Bo iy that has the leaſt Share of Reaſon muſt know, 
that tho they amuſe the Populace with Nonſenſe, Ribal- 


dry and Blaſphemy, they are not capable of writing Or- 
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tho or Senſe. Sir, that is not an adjudged 
4 A Fo 2. 2 a little Share of Reaſon, hank 
they are capable both of ſpeaking and writing good 
Senſe. But if they are not, if they cannot write or 
read, they can ſave Souls from Death: They can, by 
the Grace of God, bring Sinners from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God. 

7: But they + made a Woman plunder her poor, old Huſ- 
band, and another abſent herſelf from her Huſband and 
Children. Pray, what are their Names ? Where do 
they live? And how may one come to the Speech of 
them? I have heard ſo many plauſible Tales of this 
Kind, which on Examination vaniſhed away, that I 
cannot believe one Word of this, till T have more 
Proof than your bare Aſſertion. 

8. So far I have been pleading for others. But I 
am now call'd to anſwer for myſelf. For } Theophilus 
and John W-/ley, ſay you, ſeem to me the ſame individu- 
al Perſon. They may ſeem ſo to you: But not to any 
who knows either my Stile or manner of Writing. Be- 
fides, if it had been mine, it wou'd have borne my 
Name. For I do not love fighting in the Dark. 

But were not @ great uumber of thoſe Books brought 


Dom Dublin, 20 be diſpers'd throughout the City ? Not by 
me. Not by my Order; nor, to my Knowledge. 


However I thank you again, for diſperſing them. 

9. But F while Charity lands in the Front of Chriſtian 
Graces, the Author of ſuch a Book can have none of that 
Grace. For you muſt allow the Vulgar to think. Mal. 
a-propo enough, a lively ſaying. But for any uſe it is 
of, it may ſtand either in the Front or Rear of the Sen- 
tence. 

The Argument itſelf is ſomething new. A Man 
knocks me down. I cry, Help! Help, or I ſha!l 
be murder'd.” He replies, While Charity ſtands in 


the Front of Chriſtian Graces, the Author of ſuch a 


Cry can have none of that Grace.” 


So now you have ſhewn to all the World, the un- 


charitable and conſequently unchriſtian Spirit of Metho- 
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di. What ? Becauſe the Methodiſts cry out for Help, 
before you have quite beat out their Brains ? | 

What Grimace is this? His Majeſty's quiet, loyal, 
Proteſtant Subjects are abuſed, inſulted, outraged, 
beaten, covered with Dirt, roll'd in the Mire, bruiſed, 
wounded with Swords and Hangers, murdered, have 
their Houſes broke open, their Goods deſtroyed, or 
carried away before their Face: And all this in open 
Day, in the Face of the Sun, yet without any Remedy! 
And thoſe who treat them thus are Charitable Men! 
Brimfull of a CHriſtian Spirit! But if they who are ſo 
treated appeal to the Common Senſe and Reaſon of 
Mankind, you gravely cry, ſee the uncharitahle, the 
unc hriſtian Spirit of Methediſm ! 

10. You proceed. But pray, what are thoſe Facts, 
which yon ſay are not miſrepreſented? Do you mean, That 
Butler wwas hired and paid by the Corporation and Clergy ? 
Or, That this remarkably Loyal City, is dijſaffeted ta 
the Preſent Government! And, that a Papiſt was ſup- 
ported, nay, hired by the Chief Mogiſtrate, to walk the 

\ Streets, threatening Blood/hed and Murder ? Declare open- 
ly, whether theſe are the Facts. Sir, I underſtand you 
well. But for the preſent, I beg to be excuſed. There 
is a Time and a Place for all Things. . 4 

11. I rejoice to hear that the City of Corke is ſo re- 
markably Loyal ! So entirely well-affefed to the preſent 
Government. I preſume you mean this chiefly of The 
Friendly Society (in whom the Power of the City is now. 
lodged) erected ſome. time ſince, in oppoſition to that 
Body of Jacobites, commonly called, 7% Hanover 

Club. I ſuppoſe that zealous Anti-Methodiſt, who 
ſome Days ago, ſtabb'd the Methodiſt- Preacher in the 
Street, and then cried out, Damn King George and all 
his Armies!“ Did this as a Specimen of his eminent Loy- 
alty. 

It cannot be denied, That this Loyal Subject of King 

George (Simon Rawlins by Name) was upon Oath made . 

of thoſe Words, committed to Goal, on May the ziſt. 


And it was not till fix Days aſter, that he walk d im 
Procef- 
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Proceſſion thro' the Town, with Drums beating, and 
Colours flying, and declared at the Head of his Mob, 
He would never reſt, till he had driven all theſe Falſe 
Prophets out of Corte.“ How ſincere they were in their 
good Wiſhes to King George and his Armies, they 
gave a clear Proof on the Tenth of this Inſtant, June: 
When, as ten or twelve Soldiers were walking along, 
in a very quiet and inoffenſive Manner, the Mob fell 
upon them, {wore they would have their Lives, knock- 


ed them down, and beat them to ſucha Degree, that 


on 7 une the 12th, one of them died of his Wounds, 


and another was not then expected to live many Hours, 


12. But you have more Proofs of my Uncharitable- 
neſs, that is, ſuppoſing I am the Author of that Pamph- 
let. For you read there, Riches, Eaſe and Honour, 
are what the Clergy ſet their Hearts upon. But the 
Souls for whom Chriſt died, they leave to the tender 
Mercies of Hell.” Sir, Can you deny it? Is it not 
true? Literally True, concerning ſome of the Clergy ? 
You ask, * But ought we to condemn all, for the Faults of 
a few ? I anſwer, No: No more than I will condemn 
all, in the Affair of Corte, for the Faults of a few. 
Tis you that do this. And if it were as you ſay, if they 
were all concern d in the late Proceedings, then it would 
be no Uncharitableneſs to ſay, © They were in a mi- 
ſerable State indeed.” Then they would doubtleſs be 
« kicking againſt the Pricks, contending with Heaven, 
fighting againſt Gop.” 

13. I come now to the General Charge againſt me 


independent on the Letter to Mr. Butler. And Rt. 


You charge me with + a frontleſs Aſſurance, and à well 
difſembled Hypocriſy. Sir, I thank you This is as 


kind, as if you was to call me (with Mr. Milliams) 


a profane, wicked Scoundrel. 1 am not careful to an- 
ſwer in this matter: Shortly we ſhall both ſtand at an 


higher Bar. 


14. You charge me, Secondly, with being an I hare- 


| brained Enthuſiaſt. Sir, I am your moſt obedient Ser- 
- vant, 


But 
. 20% 2 7. 


— 2 — — — > — 


5 

But you will prove me an Enthuſiaſt. For * you ſay 
(thoſe are your Words) you are ſent of GOD to inform 
Mankind, of ſome other Revelation of his Will, than 
wwhat hos been left by Chrift and his Apoſtles. Not ſo. I 
never ſaid any ſuch Thing. When I do this, then call 
for Miracles. But at preſent your Demand is quite 
unreaſonable. There is no room for it at all, What 
I advance, I prove by the Words of Chriſt, or his Apoſ- 
tles. If not, let it fall to the Ground. 

15. You charge me, Thirdly, with being employ'd in 

＋ promoting the Cauſe of Arbitrary Popiſh Power. Sir, 
I plead Not. guilty. Produce your Witneſles. Prove 
this and I will allow all the reſt. 
Lou charge me Fourthly, with holding Midnight 
Aſſemblies. Sir, Did you never ſee the Word Vigil in 
your Common Prayer Book? Do you know what it 
means? If not, permit me to tell you, 'That it was 
cuſtomary with the Antient Chriſtians, to ſpend whole 
Nights in Prayer : And that theſe Nights were term'd 
Vigiliæ or Vigils, Therefore for ſpending a Part of 
ſome Nights in this manner, in Publick and Solemn 
Prayer, we have not only the Authority of our own 
National Church, but of the Univerſal Church, in the 
earlieſt Ages. 

16. You charge me, Fifthly with & being the Cauſe 
of all that Butler has done. True; juſt as Latimer and 
Ridley (if I may dare to name myſelf with thoſe venera- 
ble Men) were the Cauſe of all that Biſhop Bonner did, 
In this Senſe, the Charge is true. It has pleas'd Gop 
(unto him be all the Glory) even by my Preaching or 
Writings, to convince ſome of the Old, Chriſtian, Scrip- 
tural Doctrine, which till then they knew not. And 
while they declared this to others, you ſhew'd them the 
ſame Love, as Edmund of London did to their Forefa- 
thers. Only the Expreſſions of your Love, were not 
quite the ſame ; becauſe (Bleſſe Gop) you had not 
the ſame Power. 

17. You 
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17. You affirm, Sixthly, That I“ rob and plunder the 
Poor, fo as to leave them neither Bread to eat, nor Ray- 
ment to put on. An heavy Charge, but without all Co- 
lour of Truth. Yea, juſt the Reverſe is true. Abun- 
dance of thoſe in Corke, Bandon, Limerick, Dublin, as 
well as in all Parts of England, who a few Years ago, 
either thro' Sloth or Profuſeneſs, had not Bread to eat, 
or Rayment to put on, have now by means of the 
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Preachers called Methodi/?s, a ſufficiency of both. Since 
by hearing theſe, they have learned to fear Gop, they 
have learned alſo to work with their Hands, as well as 
B to cut off every needleſs Expence, to be good Stew- 

ards of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs. 

t 18. You aflert, Sixthly, That 1am + my/elF as fond 
n of Riches, as the moſt worldly Clergyman. Two I thou- 
it and Pence a Weth ! A fine yearly Revenue from Aſſu- 
5 * rance and Salvation -Tickets ! I anſwer, 1. What do you 
le mean by Aſſurance and Salvation Tickets ? Is not the 
'd very Expreſſion a mixture of Nonſenſe and Blaſphemy ? 
of 2. How ſtrangely did you underate my Revenue, when 


you wrote in the Perſon of George Fiſher ? You then 
allow'd me only an hundred Pounds a Year ? What is 
this to Two Thouſand Pence a Week? 3. {$ There is 
not a Clergyman, you ſay, who <vou'd not willingly ex- 
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ſe change his Livings, for your yearly Penny Contributions, 
1d And no wonder. For accordingly to a late Computa- 
ra- tion, they amount to no leſs every Vear, than Eight 
id. Hundred, Eighty Six Thouſand Peunds, beſide ſome 
5 * odd Shillings and Pence: In compariſon of which the 
or : Revenue of his Grace of Armagh, or of Canterbury, is 
ip- a2 very Trifle. And yet, Sir, ſo great is my Regard 
nd for you and my Gratitude for your late Services, that 
he jf you will only reſign your Curacy of Chrif's Church, 
fa- I will make over to you my whole Revenue in Jre- 
not 7 land. 

not x 


19. But the Honour J gain, you think is even greater 
* than the Profit. Alas, Sir, I have not Generoſity 
You enough toreliſh it, I was always of Javere!'s Mind, 

6 Gloria quantalibet, quid erit ſi gloria tantum ? 


And 
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And eſpecially, while there are ſo many Drawhacks, 
ſo many dead Flies in the Pot of Ointment. Sheer Honour 
might taſte tolerably well. But there is Gall with the 
Honey, and leſs of the Honey than the Gall. Pray, 
Sir, what think you Have I more Honour, or Diſ- 
honour ? Do more People praiſe or blame me ? How is 
it in Corte? Nay, (to go no farther) among your own 
little Circle of Acquaintance? Where you hear One 
commend, do not Ten cry out, Away with ſuch 
a Fellow from the Earth! 

Above all, I do not love Honour with dry Blows: 
I do not find it will cure broken Bones. But perhaps 
you may think, I glory in theſe. O how ſhould I have 
gloried then, if your good Friends at Dant's Briage 
had burnt my Perſon, inſtead of my Eftgy ? 

We are here to ſet Religion out of the Queſtion. 
You do not ſuppoſe, I have any thing to do with that. 
Why if ſo, I ſheuld rather leave you the Honour, and 
myſelf ſleep in a whole Skin. On that Suppoſition I 
quite agree with the Epi-grammatiſt, . 

Virgilii in tumulo, divini præmia Vatis, 
Explicuit viridem laurea læta comam. 
Duid te defunctum juva hac ? Felicior olim 

Sub patulæ fagi tegmine wviwvus eras, 

20. Your laſt Charge is, That I profeſs myſelf to be 
a Member of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and yet act contra- 
ry to the Commands of my Spiritual Governors, and ſtab 
the Church to the very Vitals. I anſwer, 1. What 
Spiritual Governor has commanded me not to preach, 
in any Part of his Majeſty's Dominions ? I know not 
one, to this very Day, either in England or Ireland. 
2. What is it, to ſtab the Church to the very Vitals ? 
Why, to deny her Fundamental Doctrines. And do J, 
or you, do this? Let any who has read her Liturgy, 
Articles and Homilies judge, Which of us two denies, 
That we are juſtified by Faith alone? That every 
Believer has © the Inſpiration of Gop's Holy Spirit“? 
That all who are ſtrong in Faith, do © perfectly love 
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him, and worthily magnify his Holy Name?“ He that 
denies this is the treacherous Son, who ftabs this affec- 
tionate and tender Mother. 

If you deny it, you have already diſown'd the 


Church. But as for me, I neither can nor will, I know 
you ſincerely deſire I ſhould. 


Hoe Ithacus velit & magno mercentur Achivi. 


But I chuſe to ſtay in the Church, were it only to re- 
prove thoſe who betray her with a Kiſs. 

21. I come now to your Defence of the Corpora- 
tion and Clergy, But ſure ſuch a Defence was never 
ſeen before. "For whereas I had ſaid, I diſlibe the con- 
demning the Magiſlrates or Clergy in general, becauſe 
ſeveral of them (ſo JI charitably ſuppoſed) were not con- 
cerned in the late Proceedings : You anſwer, * Pray, by 
all Means; point them out, that they may be diſtinguiſhed 
by ſome Mark of Honour above their Brethren.” What 

o you mean ? If you mean any thing at all, it muſt 
be, That they were all concerned in the late Proceedings. 
Sir, if they were (of which I own, you are a better 
Judge than I) was it needful to declare this to all the 
World ? Eſpecially, in ſo plain Terms as theſe ? Did 
not your Zeal here a little outrun your Wiſdom ? 

22. But I the Magiſtrate, you ſay, was only endeawour- 
ing to ſecure the Peace of the City. A very extraordi- 
nary Way of ſecuring Peace ! Truly Sir, I cannot yet 
believe, not even on your Word, That all + the Magi- 
rates except One were concerned, in this Method of ſe- 
curing Peace. Much leſs can I believe, that a// the 
Clergy were concerned, in thus endeawouring to bring 
back their Flock, led aftray by theſe Hirelings, (an un- 
lucky Word) into the right Fold. | 

23. Of the Clergy you add, What 5 need have they 
to rage and foam at your Preaching ? Suppoſe you cou d 
delude the greater Part of their Flocks, this cou'd not af* 
feet their 1emporal Intereſt. We do not deſire it ſhould. 
We only defire, to delude all Mankind (if you 4vi// term 
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it a Deluſion) into a ſerious Concern for their eternal In- 
tereſt, for a Treaſure which none can take away. 

Having now both ſtated the Facts to which you re- 
ferred, and conſidered the moſt material Parts of your 
Performance, I have only to ſubjoin a few obvious Re- 
flections, naturally ariſing from a View of thoſe un- 
common Occurrences : Partly, with regard to the Mo- 
tives of thoſe who were active therein; partly to their 
Manner of acting. 

1. With regard to the former, every reaſonable Man, 
will naturally inquire, On what Motives cou'd any, ei- 
ther of the Clergy or the Corporation, ever think of 
Oppoſing that Preaching, by which ſo many notoriouſly 
vicious Men, have been brought to an emmently vir- 
tuous Eife and Converſation ? : 

You ſupply us yourſelf with one unexceptionable 
Anſwer, * Thoſe of the Clergy with whom I hade con- 
verſed, freely own, they have not Learning ſufficient, to 
comprehend your Scheme of Religion, If they have not, 
J am ſorry for them. My Scheme of Religion is this. 
Love is the fulfilling of the Law. From the true Love 
of GOD and Man, directly flows every Chriſtian 
Grace, every holy and happy Temper : And from theſe 
ſprings uniform Holineſs of Converſation, in Conformi- 
ty to thoſe great Rules, Whether ye eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do all to the Glory of GOD : And, 
Whatſoever you would that Men ſhould do unto you, 
even ſo do unto Them. But this, you ſay, tho/e of the 
Clergy with whom you converſe, have not Learning enough 
to comprehend, Conſequently, th:ir Ignorance, or not 
underſtanding our Doctrine, is the Reaſon why they 
oppoſe us. 

2. I learn from You, That Ignorance of another 
Kind, is a Second Reaſon why ſome of the Clergy op- 
pole us. They (like you) think us Enemies to the Church. 
The Natural Conſequence is, That in Proportion to 
og Zeal for the Church, their Zeal againſt us will 
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3. The Zeal which many of them have for Ortho- 
doxy, or Right Opinions, is a Third Reaſon for oppo- 
ſing us. For they judge us Heterodox in ſeveral 
Points ; Maintainers of ſtrange Opinions. And the 
Truth is, the old Doctrines of the Reformation, are 
now quite new in the World. Hence thoſe who revive 
them, cannot fail to be oppoſed by thoſe of the Clergy 
who know them not. 

4. Fourthly, Their Honour is touch'd, when others 
pretend to know, what they do not know themſelves : 
Eſpecially when unlearn'd and (otherwiſe) ignorant 
Men, lay Claim to any ſuch Knowledge. What is the 
Tendency of all this (as you obſerve on another Head) but 
to work in Men's Minds a mean Opinion of the Clergy ? 
But who can tamely ſuffer this ? None but thoſe who 
have the Mind which was in Chrift Feſus. 

s. Again, will not ſome ſay, Maſter, by thus a#- 
ing, thou reproacheſt Us?” By preaching Sixteen or 
Eighteen Times a Week ? And by a Thouſand other 
Things of the ſame Kind? Is not this, in Effect, re- 
proaching us, as if we were lazy and indolent? As if 
we had not a ſufficient Love to the Souls of thoſe com- 
mitted to our Charge ? 

6. May there not likewiſe be ſome {perhaps unob- 
ſerv'd) Envy, in the Breaſt even of Men that fear GOD? 
How much more, in them that do not? When they 
hear of the great Succeſs of theſe Preachers ; of the 
Eſteem and Honour that are paid to them by the People, 
and the immenſe Riches which they acquire, What 
Wonder if this occaſions a Zeal which is not the 
Flame of fervent Love ? 

7. Add to this, a Defire in ſome of the inferior 
Clergy, of pleafing their Superiors ; ſuppoſing theſe 
(which 15 no impoſſible Suppoſition) are firſt influenced 
by any of theſe Motives. Add the Imprudence of 
ſome that hear thoſe Preachers, and (perhaps) needleſly 
provoke their Parochial Minifters. And when all theſe 
Things are conſidered, none need be at a Loſs for the 
Motives on which many of the Clergy have oppoſed 
us. 
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8. But from what Motives can any of the Corpora- 
tion oppoſe us ? I muſt beg the Gentlemen of this 
Body to obſerve, that I dare by no Means lump them 
all together, as their awkward Defender has done. But 
this I may ſay without Offence, There are ſome even 
among 7ou, who are not ſo remarkably Loyal as Others, 
not ſo eminently well affected to the preſent Govern- 
ment. Now theſe cannot but obſerve (Gentlemen, I 
ſpeak plain; for I am to deliver my own Soul in the 
Sight of GOD) That wherever we preach, many who 
were his Enemies before, became zealous Friends to his 
Majeſty. The Inſtances glare both in England and Hre- 
land. Thoſe therefore who are not ſo zealouſly his 
Friends, have a ſtrong Motive to oppoſe us: Tho' it 
can't be expected, they ſhou'd own this to be the Mo- 
tive on which they act. 

9. Others may have been prejudiced by the artful 
Miſrepreſentations theſe have made; or by thoſe they 
have frequently heard from the Pulpit. Indeed this has 
been the grand Fountain of Popular Prejudice. In 
every Part both of England and Ireland, the Clergy, 
where they were inclined ſo to do, have moſt effectually 
ſtirred up the People. 

10. There bas — another Reaſon aſſigned for the 
Oppoſition that was made to me in particular at Corke - 
ig That the Mayor was offended at my preaching 
on Hammond s Mar, and therefore reſolv'd I ſhould not 
preach at all : Whereas, if I had not preach'd abroad, 
he world have given me Leave to preach in the Houſe.” 
Wou'd Mr. Mayor have given me Leave to preach in 
my own Houſe? I return him moſt humble Thanks. 
But ſhou'd he be ſo courteous as to make me the Offer 
even now, I ſhou'd not accept it on any ſuch Terms. 
Greater Men than he have endeavoured to hinder me, 
from calling Sinners to Repentance, in that open and 
publick Manner. But hitherto it has been all loſt 
Labour. They have never yet been able to prevail. 
Nor ever will, till they can conguer King George and 
his Armies. To curſe them is not enough. 

11. Laſtly, ſome (I hope but a few) do cordially be- 
lieve, That“ Private Vices are Publick Benefits.” I 


myſelf 
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myſelf heard this in Carte, when I was there laſt.” 
Theſe, conſequently think us the Deſtroyers of their 
City, by ſo leſſening the Number of thoſe Publick Be- 
nefactors, the Gluttons, the Drunkards, the Dram- 
drinkers, the Sabbath-breakers, the Common-ſwearers, 
the Cheats of every Kind ; and the Followers of that 
antient and honourable Trade, Adultery and Fornica- 
tion. 

12. Theſe are the undeniable Motives to this Oppoſi- 
tion. I come now to the Manner of it. 

When ſome Gentlemen inquired of one of the Bi- 
ſhops in England, My Lord, what muſt we do to 
ſtop theſe new Preachers? He anſwer'd, « If they 
preach contrary to Scripture, confute them by Scrip- 
ture ; if contrary to Reaſon, confute 'them by Reaſon. 
But beware you uſe no other Weapon than theſe, either 
in oppoſing Error, or defending the Truth.“ 

Wou'd to Gop this Rule had been follow'd at Corte. 
But how little has it been thought of there ? The Op- 
poſition was begun with Lies of all Kinds, frequently 
delivered in the Name of Gop. So that never was 
any thing ſo ill judged as for you to aſk, Does Chri/- 
tianity incourage its Profeſſors, to make uſe of Lies, In- 
eeetives, or low, mean Abuſe and Scurrility, to carry on 
its Intereſt ? No, Sir, it does not. I diſclaim and ab- 
hor every Weapon of this Kind. But with theſe have 
the Methodi/t Preachers been oppoſed, in Corte, above 
any other Place. In England, in all Ireland, have 
I neither heard nor read, any like thoſe groſs, palpa- 
ble Lies, thoſe lou, Billinſgate Invectiues, and that in- 
expreſſibly mean Abuſe, and baſe Scurrility, which the 
Oppoſers of Meth:4i/mr, ſo called, have continually 
made uſe of, and which has been the Strength of 
their Cauſe from the Beginning. 

13. If it be not ſo, let the Right Reverend, the Lord 
Biſhop of Corke (for he too has openly enter'd the Liſts 
againſt the Methodiſts) the Revd. Dr. Tiſdale, or any 
other whom his Lordſhip fhall appoint, meet me 
on even Ground, Writing as a Gentleman to a 
Gentleman, a Scholar to a Scholar, a Clergyman 
to a Clergyman, Let him thus ſhew me — 
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I have preached or written amiſs, and I will ſtand re- 
proved before all the World. | 

14. But let not his Lordſhip or any other, continue 
to put Perſecution in the Place of Reaſon : Either pri- 
vate Perſecution, ſtirring up Huſbands to threaten or 
beat their Wives, Parents their Children, Maſters their 
Servants: Gentlemen to ruin their Tenants, Labourers 
or Tradeſmen, by turning them out of their Farms or 
Cottages, employing, or buying of them no more, be- 
cauſe they worſhip Gop according to their own Con- 
ſcience : Or open, . Noonday, Cork-Per/ſecution, 
breaking open the Houſes of his Majeſty's Proteſtant 
Subjects, deſtroying their Goods, ſpoiling or tearing 
the very Cloaths Nom their Backs ; ſtriking, bruiſing, 
wounding, murdering them in the Streets ; dragging 
them thro' the Mire, without any regard to Age or Sex ; 
not ſparing even thoſe of tender Years: No nor Women, 
tho' great with Child; but with more than Pagan or 
Mahometan Barbarity, deſtroying Infants that were 
yet unborn. 

15. Ought theſe things ſo to be ? Are they right be- 
fore Gop or Man? Are they to the Honour of our Na- 
tion? I appeal unto Cz/ar : Unto his Gracious Majeſty 
King George, and to the Governors under him both in 
England and Ireland. I appeal to all True, Diſintereſt- 
ed Lovers of this their native Country. Is this the 
Way to make it a flouriſhing Nation? Happy at home, 
amiable and honourable abroad ? Men of JTreland 
judge ! Nay, and is there not ſome weight in that addi- 
tional Conſideration, That this is not a Concern of a 
Private Nature, Rather is it not a Common Cauſe ? 

If the Dams are once broken down, if you tamel 
give up the Fundamental Laws of your Country, if 
theſe are openly violated in the Caſe of your Fellow- 
ſubjects, how ſoon may the Caſe be your own. For 
what Protection then have any of you left, for either 
your Liberty or Property? What Security for either 
your Goods or Lives, if a riotous Mob is to be both 
Judge, Jury, and Executioner ? 

16. Proteſtants, what is become of that Liberty of 


Conſcience, for which your Forefathers ſpent their 
Blood ? 
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Blood? Is it not an empty Shadow, a mere, unmeaning 
Name, if theſe Things are ſuffered among you? Ro- 
mans, ſuch of you as are calm and candid Men, do 
You approve of theſe Proceedings ? I cannot think you 
yourſelves wou'd uſe ſuch Methods of convincing us, 
if we think amiſs. Chriſtians of all Denominations, 
can you reconcile this to our Royal Law, Thou Hall 
lode thy Neighbour as thyſelf ? O tell it not in Gath? 
Let it not be named among thoſe who are Enemies to 
the Chriſtian Cauſe ! Leaſt that worthy Name whereby 
_ _ called, be ſtill more blaſphemed among the Hea- 
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